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People 

 
Many ethnic groups have existed in China�there are 56 ethnic groups in China. In terms of the numbers, 
however, the pre-eminent ethnic group is the Han Chinese. Throughout history, many groups have been 
assimilated into neighboring ethnicities or disappeared without a trace. At the same time, many within the 
Han identity have maintained distinct linguistic and regional cultural traditions. The term Zhonghua Minzu 
has been used to describe the notion of Chinese nationalism in general. Much of the traditional cultural 
identity within the community has to do with distinguishing the family name. 
 
Since the Three Sovereigns and Five Emperors period, some form of Chinese monarch has been the main 
ruler above all. Different periods of history have different names for the various positions within society. 
Conceptually each imperial or feudal period is similar, with the government and military officials ranking high 
in the hierarchy, and the rest of the population under regular Chinese law. Since the late Zhou Dynasty 
(1046–256 BCE), traditional Chinese society was organized into a hierarchic system of socio-economic 
classes known as the four occupations. However, this system did not cover all social groups while the 
distinctions between all groups became blurred ever since the commercialization of Chinese culture in the 
Song Dynasty (960–1279 CE). Ancient Chinese education also has a long history; ever since the Sui 
Dynasty (581–618 CE) educated candidates prepared for the Imperial examinations that drafted exam 
graduates into government as scholar-bureaucrats. Trades and crafts were usually taught by a sifu. The 
female historian Ban Zhao wrote the Lessons for Women in the Han Dynasty and outlined the four virtues 
women must abide to, while scholars such as Zhu Xi and Cheng Yi would expand upon this. Chinese 
marriage and Taoist sexual practices are some of the customs and rituals found in society. 
 
Most social values are derived from Confucianism and Taoism with a combination of conservatism. The 
subject of which school was the most influential is always debated as many concepts such as Neo-
Confucianism, Buddhism and many others have come about. Reincarnation and other rebirth concept is a 
reminder of the connection between real-life and the next-life. In Chinese business culture, the concept of 
guanxi, indicating the primacy of relations over rules, has been well documented. 

 
Personal Space/Interactions 

 
China’s vast population coupled with its traditional ideals of a communal society (for example, five 
generations under one roof) has created a culture in which personal space is typically not common or highly 
valued.  
 
From the time the Chinese are born, they typically grow up in small apartments with little privacy. Showers 
are often taken in public bathhouses, and dormitory rooms usually housed between six and eight students 
per room. Young couples may feel that the only spaces where they can get some privacy are in public areas 
such as parks and squares.  
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The popularity of tour groups in China also demonstrates the Chinese penchant for conducting activities in 
groups. This is slowly changing with increasing affluence as the Chinese are purchasing larger homes, 
buying cars, and taking more vacations. 
 
In everyday interactions, the Chinese tend to stand closer to one another than Americans usually do. Your 
Chinese counterpart may pat your shoulder. In addition, it is acceptable on the Mainland to bump one’s way 
through a crowd as lining up is still the exception rather than the rule. If you are pushed, do not become 
angry as it is not personal; strangers are not required to be polite to each other.  
 
In addition, if you conduct business with the Chinese, you may be taken to a spa in which nudity with your 
associates is a possibility.  
 
The basic rule in China in regards to personal space is to be prepared and having an open mind to minimize 
any shock and discomfort. 

 
Food 

 
The overwhelmingly large variety mainly comes from the emperors hosting a banquet of 100 dishes each 
meal. A countless number of imperial kitchen staff and concubines were involved in the food preparation 
process. Overtime, many dishes became part of the everyday-citizen culture. Some of the highest quality 
restaurants with recipes close to the dynastic periods include Fangshan restaurant in Beihai Park Beijing 
and the Oriole Pavilion. Arguably all branches of Hong Kong eastern style or even American Chinese food 
are in some ways rooted from the original dynastic cuisines. 
 
Chinese cuisine originated from the various regions of China and has become widespread in many other 
parts of the world — from Asia to the Americas, Australia, Western Europe and Southern Africa. In recent 
years, connoisseurs of Chinese cuisine have also sprouted in Eastern Europe and South Asia. American 
Chinese cuisine and Canadian Chinese food are popular examples of local varieties. 
 
Regional cultural differences vary greatly within China, giving rise to the different styles of food across the 
nation. Traditionally there are eight main regional cuisines, or Eight Great Traditions: Anhui, Cantonese, 
Fujian, Hunan, Jiangsu, Shandong, Sichuan and Zhejiang. Sometimes four of the Eight Great Traditions are 
given greater emphasis, and are considered to dominate the culinary heritage of China, known in turn as the 
"Four Great Traditions". They are notably defined along geographical lines: Sichuan (Western China), 
Cantonese (Southern China),Shandong (Northern China), as well as Huaiyang Cuisine (Eastern China), a 
major style derived from Jiangsu cuisine and even viewed as the representation of that region's cooking. 
 
In modern times, Beijing cuisine and Shanghai cuisine on occasion are also cited along with the classical 
eight regional styles as the Ten Great Traditions. There are also featured Buddhist and Muslim sub-cuisines 
within the greater Chinese cuisine, with an emphasis on vegetarian and halal-based diets respectively. 

 
Architecture 

 
Chinese architecture, examples of which can be found from over 2,000 years ago, has long been a hallmark 
of the culture. There are certain features common to Chinese architecture, regardless of specific region or 
use. The most important is its emphasis on width, as the wide halls of the Forbidden City serve as an 
example. In contrast, western architecture emphasize on height, though there are exceptions such as 
pagodas. 
 
Another important feature is symmetry, which connotes a sense of grandeur as it applies to everything from 
palaces to farmhouses. One notable exception is in the design of gardens, which tends to be as 
asymmetrical as possible. Like Chinese scroll paintings, the principle underlying the garden's composition is 
to create enduring flow, to let the patron wander and enjoy the garden without prescription, as in nature 
herself. Feng shui has played an important part in structural development. 
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Transportation 
 
Transportation in the People's Republic of China has experienced major growth and expansion since 1949 
and especially since the early 1980s. Airports, roads, and railway construction will provide a massive 
employment boost in China over the next decade. 
 
Rail, which is the primary mode of transportation, has doubled in length since the mid-twentieth century, and 
an extensive network provides service to the entire nation. The larger cities have metro systems in 
operation, under construction, or in the planning stage. The highway and road system also has gone through 
rapid expansion, resulting in a rapid increase of motor vehicle use throughout China. Although China's 
transportation system comprises a vast network of transport nodes across its huge territory, the nodes tend 
to concentrate in the more economically developed coastal areas and inland cities along major rivers. 
 
The physical state and comprehensiveness of China's transportation infrastructure tend to vary widely by 
geography. While remote, rural areas still largely depend on non-mechanized means of transportation, a 
modern maglev train system was built in China to connect the city center of Shanghai with its international 
airport. 
 
Much of contemporary China's transportation systems have been built since the establishment of the 
People's Republic in 1949. Prior to 1950, there were only 21,800 km of railway lines. In 2007, the railway 
network has since been expanded to 78,000 km. Rail travel remained the most popular form of transport, 
although air travel has also experienced significant growth since the late 1990s. The government-led effort 
— that began in the 1990s — to connect the country by expressways via the "National Trunk Highway 
System" has expanded the network to more than 53,000 km by the end of 2007, making China's the second 
longest expressway network in the world (after the United States). 
 

Transportation in Beijing 
The Beijing Subway, which opened in 1969, has 142 km of subway track on five lines, plus an additional 98 
km slated by 2010[citation needed]. The Guangzhou Metro, which opened in 1999, has 18.5 km and an 
additional 133 km planned. Shanghai Metro, which opened in 1995, has five lines, 95 stations, and 145 km 
of track, with an additional 108.4 km under construction or planned[citation needed]. The Tianjin Metro was 
begun in 1970 as a planned network of 153.9 km on seven lines; large sections remain closed for 
reconstruction, but one 26.2-km line opened for trial operations in June 2006. The Shenzhen Metro opened 
in 2004, initially with two lines, 19 stations, and 21.8 km of track. Also under further extensions are subway 
and light rail systems in Guangzhou Metro and Nanjing Metro, and systems are planned for Nanjing Metro 
and Qingdao Metro. 

 
Education System 

 
The People's Republic of China has a nationwide system of public education, which includes primary 
schools, middle schools (lower and upper), and universities. Nine years of education is technically 
compulsory for all Chinese students. 
 
Education in China is the responsibility of the Ministry of Education. The education system provides free 
primary education for six years (some provinces may have 5 years for primary school but 4 years for middle 
school), starting at age seven or six, followed by six years of secondary education for ages 12 to 18. At this 
level, there are three years of middle school and three years of high school. The Ministry of Education 
reported a 99 percent attendance rate for primary school and an 80 percent rate for both primary and middle 
schools. Since free higher education was abolished in 1985, applicants to colleges and universities 
competed for scholarships based on academic ability. Private schools have been allowed since the early 
1980s. The population has had on average only 6.2 years of schooling, but in 1986 the goal of nine years of 
compulsory education by 2000 was established. 
 
The United Nations Development Programme reported that in 2003 China had 116,390 kindergartens with 
613,000 teachers and 20 million students. At that time, there were 425,846 primary schools with 5.7 million 
teachers and 116.8 million students. General secondary education had 79,490 institutions, 4.5 million 
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teachers, and 85.8 million students. There also were 3,065 specialized secondary schools with 199,000 
teachers and 5 million students. Among these specialized institutions were 6,843 agricultural and vocational 
schools with 289,000 teachers and 5.2 million students and 1,551 special schools with 30,000 teachers and 
365,000 students. 
 
China has already pulled off one of the most remarkable expansions of education in modern times, 
increasing the number of undergraduates and people who hold doctoral degrees fivefold in 10 years. In 
2003 China supported 1,552 institutions of higher learning (colleges and universities) and their 725,000 
professors and 11 million students (see List of universities in the People's Republic of China). While there 
has been intense competition for admission to China’s colleges and universities among college entrants, 
Beijing and Tsinghua universities and more than 100 other National Key Universities that have been the 
most sought after. 
 
In one generation, China has rapidly increased the proportion of its college-age population in higher 
education, to roughly 20 percent in 2005 from 1.4 percent in 1978. , China is producing 450,000 new 
undergraduates a year in engineering alone, along with 50,000 engineering graduates with masters' degrees 
and 8,000 Ph.D's. 
 
The total literacy rate in China was 90.8% (male 95.1%; female 86.5%), based on 2002 estimates. 
 
To provide for its population, China has a vast and varied school system. There are preschools, 
kindergartens, schools for the deaf and blind, key schools (similar to college preparatory schools), primary 
schools, secondary schools (comprising junior and senior middle schools, secondary agricultural and 
vocational schools, regular secondary schools, secondary teachers' schools, secondary technical schools, 
and secondary professional schools), and various institutions of higher learning (consisting of regular 
colleges and universities, professional colleges, and short-term vocational universities). In terms of access 
to education, China's system represented a pyramid; because of the scarcity of resources allotted to higher 
education, student numbers decreased sharply at the higher levels. Although there were dramatic advances 
in primary education after 1949, achievements in secondary and higher education were not as great. 
 
Although the government has authority over the education system, the Chinese Communist Party has 
played a role in managing education since 1949. The party established broad education policies and under 
Deng Xiaoping, tied improvements in the quality of education to its modernization plan. The party also 
monitored the government's implementation of its policies at the local level and within educational 
institutions through its party committees. Party members within educational institutions, who often have a 
leading management role, are responsible for steering their schools in the direction mandated by party 
policy. 
 

Language 
 
The first 4,000 years of Spoken Chinese encompassed both Old Chinese and Middle Chinese, after which it 
began to split into various dialects and languages about 1,000 years ago. In the Ming Dynasty standard 
Mandarin was nationalized. Even so, it wasn't until the Republic of China era in the 1900s when there was 
any noticeable result in promoting a common unified language in China. 
 
The ancient written standard was Classical Chinese. It was used for thousands of years, but was mostly 
reserved for scholars and intellectuals. By the 20th century, millions of citizens, especially those outside of 
the imperial court were illiterate. Only after the May 4th Movement did the push for Vernacular Chinese 
begin. This allowed common citizens to read since it was modeled after the linguistics and phonology of a 
spoken language. 
 
China's many different ethnic groups speak many different languages, collectively called Zhōngguó Yǔwén, 
literally "speech and writing of China" which mainly span six linguistic families. Most of them are dissimilar 
morphologically and phonetically and are mutually unintelligible. Zhongguo Yuwen includes the many 
different Han Chinese language variants (commonly simply called Chinese) as well as non-Han minority 
languages such as Mongolian and Tibetan. 
 
Chinese language policy in main land China is heavily influenced by Soviet nationalities policy and officially 
encourages the development of standard spoken and written languages for each of the nationalities of 
China. However, in this schema, Han Chinese are considered a single nationality, and official policy of the 
People's Republic of China (PRC) treats the different varieties of the Chinese spoken language differently 
from the different national languages. For example, while official policies in mainland China encourage the 
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development and use of different orthographies for the national languages and their use in educational and 
academic settings, the same is not true for the different Chinese spoken languages, despite the fact that 
they are more different from each other than, for example, the Romance languages of Europe. 
 
Putonghua or Standard Mandarin is the official national spoken language (except in Hong Kong and Macau), 
although autonomous regions and special administrative regions have additional official languages. For 
example, Tibetan has official status within the Tibet Autonomous Region and Mongolian has official status 
within the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region. 
 
Unofficially, there are large economic, social and practical incentives to be functional in Putonghua, a 
standardised form of the Mandarin group of dialects spoken in northern and southwestern China, which 
serves as a lingua franca among the different groups within main land China. In addition, it is also 
considered increasingly prestigious and useful to have some ability in English, which is a required subject for 
persons attending university. During the 1950s and 1960s, Russian had some social status among elites in 
main land China as the international language of socialism. 
 
The Economist, issue April 12, 2006 reported that up to one fifth of the population is learning English. 
Gordon Brown, the British Prime Minister, estimated that the total English-speaking population in China will 
outnumber the native speakers in the rest of the world in two decades. 
 
Two years before the dawn of the 21st Century the Chinese government proposed an ambitious plan 
intended to expand university enrollment to ensure a greater output of professional and specialized 
graduates. An adjunct to the plan aimed to develop an elite of world-class universities. Restructuring, 
through consolidations, mergers and shifts among the authorities, which supervise institutions, was aimed at 
addressing the problems of small size and low efficiency. Higher vocational education was also restructured, 
and there was a general tendency there to emphasize elite institutions. This rapid expansion of mass higher 
education has resulted in not only a strain in teaching resources but also in higher unemployment rates 
among graduates. Prospects for the creation of private universities not under governmental control have an 
uncertain future. The restructuring of higher education, in the words of one academic "has created a clearly 
escalating social stratification pattern among institutions, stratified by geography, source of funding, 
administrative unit, as well as by functional category (e.g., comprehensive, law, medical, etc.)." Thus, 
although recent reform has arguably improved over-all educational quality, they have created new, different 
issues of equity and efficiency that will need to be addressed as the century proceeds. 
 
In the spring 2007 China conducted a national evaluation of its universities. The results of this evaluation are 
being used to support the next major planned policy initiative. The last substantial national evaluation of 
universities, which was undertaken in 1994, resulted in the 'massification' of higher education as well as a 
renewed emphasis on elite institutions. Academics praised the fin du siècle reforms for budging China's 
higher education from a unified, centralized, closed and static system into one characterized by more 
diversification, decentralization, openness and dynamism, stimulating the involvement of local governments 
and other non-state sectors. At the same time they note that this decentralization and marketization has led 
to further inequality in educational opportunity. 
 
Chinese parents and employers have begun to place a high value on overseas education, especially at top 
American and European institutions such as Harvard University, Oxford University, and Cambridge 
University, which are "revered" among many middle-class parents. Since 1999, the number of Chinese 
applicants to top schools overseas has increased tenfold. Much of the interest in overseas schools has been 
attributed to the release of how-to parenting books such as Harvard Girl, which spawned a "national 
obsession" with admissions to overseas schools. 
 

Employment and the Economy 
 
The economy of the People's Republic of China is the second largest in the world after that of the United 
States with a GDP of $7.8 trillion (2008) when measured on a purchasing power parity (PPP) basis. It is the 
third largest in the world after the US and Japan with a nominal GDP of US$4.3 trillion (2008) when 
measured in exchange-rate terms. China has been the fastest-growing major nation for the past quarter of a 
century with an average annual GDP growth rate above 10%.[6] China's per capita income has grown at an 
average annual rate of more than 8% over the last three decades drastically reducing poverty, but this rapid 
growth has been accompanied by rising income inequalities. The country's per capita income is classified in 
the lower middle category by world standards, at about $3,180 (nominal, 104th of 178 countries/economies), 
and $5,943 (PPP, 97th of 178 countries/economies) in 2008, according to the IMF. 
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In the modern era, China's influence in the world economy was minimal until the late 1980s. At that time, 
economic reforms begun after 1978 began to generate significant and steady growth in investment, 
consumption and standards of living. China now participates extensively in the world market and private 
sector companies play a major role in the economy. Since 1978 hundreds of millions have been lifted out of 
poverty, bringing the poverty rate down from 53% in 1981 to 8% in 2001 and 2.5% in 2005. The infant 
mortality rate fell 39.5% between 1990 and 2005, and maternal mortality by 41.1%. Access to telephone 
during the period rose more than 94-fold, to 57.1%. 
 
What "Socialism with Chinese characteristics" means is disputed, China has an economy in which the 
commanding heights are publicly owned, private sector companies dominate small and medium sized 
enterprises and foreign owned companies hold significant investments. Over a third of the economy is 
directly state-owned and controlled, generally the largest and most important industries. Estimates vary for 
the percentage of the private sector composition of GDP, the OECD estimate in 2005 was 59.9%. The public 
sector is dominated by 159 State Owned Enterprises (SOEs) [15]under central government control in such 
key areas as utilities, heavy industries, and energy resources. These SOEs own and control tens of 
thousands of subsidiary firms. Local city, township and village governments also own state or collective 
enterprises at a local level.  
 
Since the late 1970s and early 1980s, the economic reforms initially began with the shift of farming work to a 
system of household responsibility to start the phase out of collectivized agriculture, and later expanded to 
include the gradual liberalization of prices; fiscal decentralization; increased autonomy for state enterprises 
that increased the authority of local government officials and plant managers in industry thereby permitting a 
wide variety of private enterprise in services and light manufacturing; the foundation of a diversified banking 
system but with overwhelming domination by state banks; the development of stock market; the rapid growth 
of the non-state sector, and the opening of the economy to increased foreign trade and foreign investment. 
 
China has generally implemented reforms in a gradualist fashion. The sale of equity in China's largest state 
banks to foreign investors and refinements in foreign exchange and bond markets in mid-2000s. As its role 
in world trade has steadily grown, its importance to the international economy has also increased apace. 
China's foreign trade has grown faster than its GDP for the past 25 years. China's growth comes both from 
huge state investment in infrastructure and heavy industry and from private sector expansion in light industry 
instead of just exports, whose role in the economy appears to have been significantly overestimated.[18] 
The smaller but highly concentrated public sector, dominated by 159 large SOEs, provided key inputs from 
utilities, heavy industries, and energy resources that facilitated private sector growth and drove investment, 
the foundation of national growth. In 2008 thousands of private companies closed down and the government 
announced plans to expand the public sector to take up the slack caused by the global financial crisis in the 
capitalist world. 
 
The government's decision to permit China to be used by multinational corporations as an export platform 
has made the country a major competitor to other Asian export-led economies, such as South Korea, 
Singapore, and Malaysia. 
 
China has emphasized raising personal income and consumption and introducing new management 
systems to help increase productivity. The government has also focused on foreign trade as a major vehicle 
for economic growth. The restructuring of the economy and resulting efficiency gains have contributed to a 
more than tenfold increase in GDP since 1978. Some economists believe that Chinese economic growth 
has been in fact understated during much of the 1990s and early 2000s, failing to fully factor in the growth 
driven by the private sector and that the extent at which China is dependent on exports is exaggerated. 
 
Nevertheless, key bottlenecks continue to constrain growth. Available energy is insufficient to run at fully-
installed industrial capacity, the transport system is inadequate to move sufficient quantities of such critical 
items as coal, and the communications system cannot yet fully meet the needs of an economy of China's 
size and complexity. 
 
The two most important sectors of the economy have traditionally been agriculture and industry, which 
together employ more than 70 percent of the labor force and produce more than 60 percent of GDP. The 
two sectors have differed in many respects. Technology, labor productivity, and incomes have advanced 
much more rapidly in industry than in agriculture. Agricultural output has been vulnerable to the effects of 
weather, while industry has been more directly influenced by the government. The disparities between the 
two sectors have combined to form an economic-cultural-social gap between the rural and urban areas, 
which is a major division in Chinese society. China is the world's largest producer of rice and is among the 
principal sources of wheat, corn (maize), tobacco, soybeans, peanuts (groundnuts), and cotton. The country 
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is one of the world's largest producers of a number of industrial and mineral products, including cotton cloth, 
tungsten, and antimony, and is an important producer of cotton yarn, coal, crude oil, and a number of other 
products. Its mineral resources are probably among the richest in the world but are only partially developed. 
 
Although China has acquired some highly sophisticated production facilities through trade and also has built 
a number of advanced engineering plants capable of manufacturing an increasing range of sophisticated 
equipment, including nuclear weapons and satellites, most of its industrial output still comes from relatively 
backward and ill-equipped factories. The technological level and quality standards of its industry as a whole 
are still fairly low. 
 
Other major problems concern the labor force and the pricing system. There is large-scale 
underemployment in both urban and rural areas, and the fear of the disruptive effects of major, explicit 
unemployment is strong. The prices of certain key commodities, especially of industrial raw materials and 
major industrial products, are determined by the state. In most cases, basic price ratios were set in the 
1950s and are often irrational in terms of current production capabilities and demands. China's increasing 
integration with the international economy and its growing efforts to use market forces to govern the 
domestic allocation of goods have exacerbated this problem. Over the years, large subsidies were built into 
the price structure, and these subsidies grew substantially in the late 1970s and 1980s. By the early 1990s 
these subsidies began to be eliminated, in large part due to China's admission into the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) in 2001, which carried with it requirements for further economic liberalization and 
deregulation. China's ongoing economic transformation has had a profound impact not only on China but on 
the world. The market-oriented reforms China has implemented over the past two decades have unleashed 
individual initiative and entrepreneurship, whilst retaining state domination of the economy. 
 

Religion 
 
Chinese religion was originally oriented to worshipping the supreme god Shang Di during the Xia and Shang 
dynasties, with the king and diviners acting as priests and using oracle bones. The Zhou dynasty oriented it 
to worshipping the broader concept of heaven. A large part of Chinese culture is based on the notion that a 
spiritual world exists. Countless methods of divination have helped answer questions, even serving as an 
alternate to medicine. Folklores have helped fill the gap for things that cannot be explained. There is often a 
blurred line between myth, religion and unexplained phenomenon. While many deities are part of the 
tradition, some of the most recognized holy figures include Guan Yin, Jade Emperor and Buddha. Many of 
the stories have since evolved into traditional Chinese holidays. Other concepts have extended to outside of 
mythology into spiritual symbols such as Door god and the Imperial guardian lions. Along with the belief of 
the holy, there is also the evil. Practices such as Taoist exorcism fighting mogwai and jiang shi with 
peachwood swords are just some of the concepts passed down from generations. A few Chinese fortune 
telling rituals are still in use today after thousands of years of refinement. 

 
Music 

 
Here you’ll find summaries of some of the more popular and influential musical styles in China. 

 
Chinese Opera  
Chinese opera has been hugely popular for centuries, especially Beijing opera. The music is often guttural 
with high-pitched vocals, usually accompanied by suona, jinghu, other kinds of string instruments, and 
percussion. Other types of opera include clapper opera, Pingju, Cantonese opera, puppet opera, Kunqu, 
Sichuan opera, Qinqiang, ritual masked opera and Huangmei xi.  

 
Instrumental Music 
Traditional music in China is played on solo instruments or in small ensembles of plucked and bowed 
stringed instruments, flutes, and various cymbals, gongs, and drums. The scale is pentatonic. Bamboo pipes 
and qin are among the oldest known musical instruments from China; instruments are traditionally divided 
into categories based on their material of composition: animal skins, gourd, bamboo, wood, silk, earth/clay, 
metal and stone. Chinese orchestras traditionally consist of bowed strings, woodwinds, plucked strings and 
percussion. 
 
Ethnic Han music 
Han Chinese make up 92% of the population of China. Ethnic Han music consists of heterophonic music, in 
which the musicians play versions of a single melodic line. Percussion accompanies most music, 
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dance,talks, and opera. Han Chinese Folk Music had many aspects to it regarding its meaning, feelings, and 
tonality. This genre of music, in a sense, is similar to the Chinese language. This relationship is made by 
tones, sliding from higher tones to lower tones, or higher to lower tones, or a combination of both. These 
similarities mean that the instrument is a very important part in mastering technique with both left and right 
hands (left hand is used to create tonality on the string, right hand is for plucking or strumming the string). 
Sometimes, singing can be put into the music to create a harmony or a melody accompanying the 
instrument. Han Chinese Folk's feelings are displayed in its poetry-like feeling to it with slow soothing 
tempos that express feelings that connect with the audience or whoever is playing the piece. Han Chinese 
Folk is delivered in a way, using silences that alter its meaning, this also creates a sound similar to poetry.  
 
Pop Music 
C-pop originally began with the shidaiqu genre founded by Li Jinhui in the mainland, with Western jazz 
influences from the likes of Buck Clayton. After the Communist Party establishment, the Baak Doi record 
company ended up leaving Shanghai in 1952. The 1970s saw the rise of cantopop in Hong Kong, and later 
mandopop in Taiwan. The mainland remained on the sideline for decades with minimal degree of 
participation. Only in recent years did the youth in mainland resume as a consumer for the Taiwan 
mandopop market. Still, China is not yet considered a major production hub despite having the largest 
population. When Hong Kong's icon Anita Mui performed the song "Bad Girl" during the 1990s in China, she 
was banned from returning to the concert for showing a rebellious attitude. By Western standards, the 
performance was no more rebellious than, for example, Madonna since Mui based a lot of her dance moves 
on Madonna's style. Many mainland artists often try to start their commercial success in Hong Kong or 
Taiwan first, and then re-import into the mainland as part of the gangtai culture. 
 
Since the end of the 20th century, pop music in main land China started to become more popular. Especially 
at the start of the 21st century, Mainland Chinese artists have started producing a wide range of mandarin 
pop songs along with many new albums. 
 
Many main land Chinese, Taiwanese and Hong Kong artists performed for the promotion of the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics.  
 

Rock and Heavy Metal 
The widely-acknowledged forefather of Chinese rock is Cui Jian.[4] In the late 1980s he played the first 
Chinese rock song called: "Nothing To My Name" ("Yi wu suo you"). It was the first time an electric guitar 
was used in China.[citation needed] He became the most famous performer of the time, and by 1988 he 
performed at a concert broadcasted worldwide in conjunction with the Seoul Summer Olympic Games.[4] 
His socially critical lyrics earned him the anger of the government and many of his concerts were banned or 
cancelled. After the Tiananmen Square protests of 1989, he played with a red blindfold around his head as 
an action against the government. 
 
Following, two bands became famous Hei Bao (Black Panther) and Tang Dynasty. Both started during the 
late 1980s and early 1990s. Hei Bao is an old-school rock band whose first CD, Hei Bao used the popular 
English song ("Don't Break My Heart"). Tang Dynasty was the first Chinese heavy metal band. Its first CD "A 
Dream Return to Tang Dynasty" combines elements of traditional Chinese opera and old school heavy 
metal. The album was a major breakthrough releasing around 1991/1992. 
 
Around 1994–96: the first thrash metal band, Chao Zai (Overload), was formed. They released three CDs, 
the last one in cooperation with pop singer Gao Chi of the split-up band The Breathing. At the same time the 
first Nu Metal bands were formed and inspired by Western bands such as Korn, Limp Bizkit or Linkin Park. 
China would have their own with Yaksa, Twisted Machine, AK-47, Overheal Tank.  
 
Patriotic/Revolutionary 
Guoyue are basically music performed on some grand presentation to encourage national pride. Since 
1949, it has been by far the most government-promoted genre. Compared to other forms of music, 
symphonic national music flourished throughout the country. In 1969 the cantata was adapted to a piano 
concerto. The Yellow River Piano Concerto was performed by the pianist Yin Chengzong, and is still 
performed today on global stages. During the height of the Cultural Revolution, musical composition and 
performance were greatly restricted. A form of soft, harmonic, generic, pan-Chinese music called guoyue, 
was artificially created to be performed at conservatories. After the Cultural Revolution, musical institutions 
were reinstated and musical composition and performance revived. At the height of the Mao Zedong era, the 
music accelerated at the political level into "Revolutionary Music" leaning toward cult status and becoming 
mainstream under pro-Communist ideology.  
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Chinese Hip-Hop 
Chinese hip-hop, otherwise known as C-rap, is a relatively new phenomenon in Chinese music; “hip-hop in 
Beijing emerged around the year 2000, but its roots stretch back to the late 1980s.” Some of the earliest 
influences of hip-hop in Beijing came from movies such as Wild Style (1982) and Breakin’ (1984), which 
arrived via trade and travel with Japan and Hong Kong.[1] The Chinese term for rap is shuōchàng.  
 
The first Chinese rap song was by Harlem Yu of Taiwan in the early 80s. In the early 90s L.A. Boyz started a 
trend that spread into Taiwan the rest of the Chinese-speaking world. Early Taiwan youth rap group like The 
Party and TTM were both underground and mainstream. In the late 90s Hong Kong's Softhard and LMF 
were influential though their Cantonese dialect was foreign to Mandarin speaking regions, while Taiwan's 
MC HotDog,Da Xi Men,Da Zhi were more widely intelligible in mainland China. 
 
When Eminem’s movie 8 Mile came out in 2002 the art of free styling was popularized in China.[2] Movies 
have played a major role in fostering the growth the hip-hop culture in China; from the music itself to dance, 
the art of graffiti and style of dress. “In the wake of the Tiananmen Square Protests of 1989, interest in hip-
hop waned as the government attempted to revitalize reverence for traditional Chinese culture and 
socialism” (Steele, 2006) and “the government still keeps a tight hold on radio licenses” (Trindle, 2007). 
However, there was considerable uptake of "Dakou CDs" - “surplus CDs created in the West that were 
supposed to be destroyed but were instead smuggled into China and sold on the black market” (Steele, 
2006). The Lab is a “free studio to foster hip-hop culture and teach aspiring young MCs about the types of 
music that don’t make it onto the radio” (Trindle, 2007).  
 
Traditional Folk Songs 
Han folk music thrives at weddings and funerals and usually includes a form of oboe called a suona and 
percussive ensembles called chuigushou. The music is diverse, sometimes jolly, sometimes sad and often 
based on Western pop music and TV theme songs. Ensembles consisting of mouth organs (sheng), 
shawms (suona), flutes (dizi) and percussion instruments (especially yunluo gongs) are popular in northern 
villages; their music is descended from the imperial temple music of Beijing, Xi'an, Wutai shan and Tianjin. 
Xi'an drum music consisting of wind and percussive instruments is popular around Xi'an, and has received 
some popularity outside China in a highly-commercialized form. Another important instrument is the sheng, 
pipes, which is an ancient instrument that is an ancestor of all Western free reed instruments, such as the 
accordion. Parades led by Western-type brass bands are common, often competing in volume with a 
shawm/chuigushou band.  
 
In southern Fujian and Taiwan, Nanyin or Nanguan is a genre of traditional ballads. They are sung by a 
woman accompanied by a xiao and a pipa and other traditional instruments. The music is generally 
sorrowful and mourning and typically deals with love-stricken women. Further south, in Shantou, Hakka and 
Chaozhou, erxian and zheng ensembles are popular. 
 
Sizhu ensembles use flutes and bowed or plucked string instruments to make harmonious and melodious 
music that has become popular in the West among some listeners. These are popular in Nanjing and 
Hangzhou, as well as elsewhere along the southern Yangtze area. Sizhu has been secularized in cities but 
remains spiritual in rural areas. 
 
Jiangnan Sizhu (silk and bamboo music from Jiangnan) is a style of instrumental music, often played by 
amateur musicians in teahouses in Shanghai, that has become widely known outside of its place of origin. 
 
Guangdong Music or Cantonese Music is instrumental music from Guangzhou and surrounding areas. It is 
based on Yueju (Cantonese Opera) music, together with new compositions from the 1920s onwards. Many 
pieces have influences from jazz and Western music, using syncopation and triple time. 
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