Younger Volunteers Participating Without a Guardian

Globe Aware welcomes high school aged volunteers who wish to participate without a parent or guardian. It is very important for parents to understand how we differ from youth-centered programs.

Your child must be very mature and independent to participate in our programs. 

We have Coordinators who lead our trips. Our Coordinator is responsible for the entire group, which may be made up of retirees, working professionals and/or families traveling with children. The Coordinator will not be directly supervising your child at all times throughout the week because of the size of groups and nature of our programs. The Volunteer Coordinator should not be viewed as a “camp counselor”, but more of a facilitator and community liaison, as well as a leader and mentor.

In most countries, the drinking age is 18, though locals do not often enforce this. We fully expect all volunteers to behave responsibly and to not drink in excess on our programs. Our Coordinator cannot be expected to police underage drinking. Similarly, volunteers are expected not to stray from the group, and to inform the coordinator of where they are going at all times. 

Globe Aware reserves the right to separate any volunteer who disrupts or undermines the integrity of the group. It is the volunteer’s responsibility to arrange and finance any changes to flights under such circumstances.

Meet-up locations vary from program to program. In many cases, we do not arrange transportation from the airport to the meet up. All volunteers are responsible for arriving to the meet-up point on their own; this generally involves taking a taxi from the stand at the airport exit to the meet-up point. If you are not comfortable with your child traveling from the airport to the meet-up independently, then this is not an appropriate program for you. Taxi transfers from safe, reliable companies are easily arranged upon arrival at the airport and are generally substantially less expensive than in the volunteer’s home country.

Communication is limited at most program sites. Parents should not expect to be able to communicate with their children on a regular basis. Your child will likely be able to call from the program site (if they purchase a local calling card) to tell you that they have arrived safely. Otherwise, you will be able to communicate IN CASE OF EMERGENCY only by calling the Globe Aware office. It is up to you and your child to arrange to communicate via telephone more frequently, though keep in mind that the week is very short and volunteers are encouraged to remain immersed in the culture.

